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O The know}edge of mathematic§/deve\l,0ped rapidly/fn Europe and
North America/after the industrial revolutio;/. But the study of

mathematics was carried ouyénany centuries befort%n other countric;!,
like China/

5 @ Over two thousand years agc/the Chinese began their study of

10

number;,/ mostly related to astronom;/and the perfection of a
calendal;/ Already as early as 200 B.C/they had writteil__:_a__:c_gxtbool/on
mathematics/Ahat was called The Nine Chapters on the Mathematical

Ary Interestingly/the idgas in this boolyéee\:/m to have been developej;l’
in Chin:)/without any inﬂuence/f(rom Europe or other regions/

(97 words)

@ Various other b(}oks on mathematics/appee\lfred in the following
centurie;/ Bug/ by the 5th century,/ it seems /dmt the Chinese already
had the concept/ff negative numberﬁénd perhaps also had the concep/

of “zeroy Around the 13th century/ Chinese mathematicians were

5 solving equationa/using method%hat Europeans would not discove/

10

until 500 years latey.(

O Unfortunately, near the end of the 14th century/ the leaders of

China/)egan to be critical/)f math and scienc7./ Because of this change

in attitud9( people turned away/rom the study of matl)ﬁo study

plants and medicine/ insteac;( It wasn’t until the 19th century/{hat the

Chinese would become interesteg/ in math agaizf but this time/under
8

E/ (120 words)

the influence of European mathematical knowle
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. @ The past thirty to forty yearsﬁave seen a huge increase;/{n the number
ofchildrm%o suffer from.sallergiey and scientists are still looking for
the explanatim)./ Some have blamed increased air pollutiop/ but it has
also been found/d'lat allergies are commorynot only among childre{ i

s the cityﬁut also among childrerfin the countryside7v\vhere pollution
is typically much Iowe%

O A currently popular explanz&timﬁor the rise in allergiey/ls the

so-called “*hygiene hypothes%l'rhe basic ideg/{s that young chi.lflren

brought up in an environmeny/which is too clean/:u;}? more at risl;/of
10 developing allergie?( Nowadays/ pe?ple ba‘ghg/and wz\:/sh their clothe/
more frequently than in the past/and thanks to vacuum cleaner omes
are less dusty, tog/ One result of all these changeﬁ/is that in their early
live%:hiljiren are exposed to fewer 'allergenﬁ/— substa nce%at can
cause allergiey’— and this means/hat their bodies cannot build up
1> natural "immunit)/to then}/ Simply pl% exposure to allergy-causing
substance?/ 13 necessary for natural protectionﬁgainst them to develog./
(175 words)
*hygiene [ 4] “allergen [ 7 L VA 2 (7 L VF—DEKE & 4 2WE) |
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O The tr:ar nd towards smaller families/ﬂso meany{hat young children

v
encounter fewer allergeni/in the homg/ In fac}/it is l(nown/fhat
children who have older brothers and s1sters/are more ‘resistany/to

allergiey/ The same is true of childrer%o share their hom(/with a

3 pes/ Such children are much less likely/o develop the very common

10

allergy/o cat or dog hai}a( for exampl?./ _

@ Scientists agree/that b%ing exposed to a wider range of allergenj/
early in life/ﬁnelps children/o develop greater immunit}/ There is,
v ¥7)\ _ B . o al @
howevey/ also some data/suggestmg /hat gengtlcs, family income, ahd
even the parents’ Ie\;el of education/nay\?lay a par%n how likely a
child i%o suffer from allergie;/ Thus/although the hygiene hypothesis
is an important area for researcl}/, we cannot yet be sureAhat too much
attegtion to cleanlines?/ 5 the only explanatioq/for the enormous rise/

in the number of allergy victim§/ (154 words)
*resistant [ K3 D H S |
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@ Why is it that many peopl%ho have suffered a major shocl/ such
as divorcq/or the death of 51! family membef, seem to be weaker/lgainst
a variety of major and minor illnesse¥ One common inJl_qumlong
psychologists/‘nas beer/that people could deal with suffering/nore
5 effectivel)/if the‘{; were able to underq.?tamym g?:cept it/ Indeeq,/
many experts emphasize the value/)f expressing thoughts and feeling?/
¥associated with upsetting event§./
(2 Recentl)[a team of medical researchery{nvestigated the linkﬁ/
between describ?ng psychologically painfulcg/en\{/@ long-term
10 1ealtl}( In one experimenyﬁealthy college stusi’ents were askecho write
about either personally disturbing e%eriences/ﬂ ordinary t@picy
over a period of four dayy/ In the months afterwards/students who
had chosen to reveal their inner thoughts and feeling;/m thési'r writinjgf
vis‘i}ed the health center/for illness/much less often/{han tho¥6 Who
15 had written about everyday topic;( (149 words)
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O In an experimen%at followe% another group of healthy Student)/
were given the four-day writing exercisy./ Some chose to writ¢/about
g : ; v R ®
highly personal and upsetting experiencey (including Ionehnes;/
prob ¢ms with family and friend% 20 dgty). When questioned

s immediately afterward;( they stateg/that they did not feel any

bette/ Howeve/u(their blood sar‘r;plesjpaken before and after the
experimen%hoyed evidence/()f an improved resistance to illnes;./
The white csell%at fight off bacteria and viruse ag increased their
reaction and sensitivity/to these “invaders/ This tgf;nd cont\inued/
over the following six week;{ when another blood sample was takey./
Individug@ho showed the best resultyévcge thos%o wrote about
topics%at they had actively refraineg/f'rom telling others abou/M

v )
@ The researchers propose/hat faiIJL‘lre to face up to painful

experienct/can\))e a form of stress itselﬁ( and can \i/ncrease the possibility

s of illnesy( It follows, thel)( that actively dee&!ing with a major shocy/

me%J(es posséble its understanding and acceptanc9./ The answer is/not to

suffer in si!encg./ It may not alwabys be possible/(o talk about personal
problem:f, but wri&ing them dowry(vill 'hslp the body/fo fight disease in
the long ruI% (194 words)
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1 @ *Beware of those%ho deliberately use aspects of the trutlJ/to
deceive you and other;./ When someone tells you some&l%ng/(hat is
trug/ but intentionally leaves out ir;gortant information £hat should

: X Ga @ ®
be mclude(jAor full comprehensmx}/on your par‘g/{o take plac% they
. can create a false impressiop./

O For exampl?,/an acquaintance might tell yoy,/“l just won a hundred
dolla rs/{n the state ‘lottery/md it was fantastic Avhen I took that one
dollar tickeVBack to the storeAmd turned it in/for one hundred "buck;{”
This woman’s a winner, righﬁ Maybe/maybe n()y In fac’/you later
learn/fhat she had purchased not one ticke;ﬂ)ut instead two hundred/

for this specific lottery/— and only one of these a winney.{ Eventually{
you realize this wo‘énar/who you thought was ‘lucky’ or ‘fortuna}/is, in
fact, a hugec’loser/ Although she didn’t say anything fals9( she clearly left
out impor‘tzu‘l\t informatiog/and likely did so on purposg¢/ That’s called a
15 ‘half—truth/éhich is not technically a li?(but it’s just as dishones;/
(174 words)
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@ *Untrustworthy candigates/{n political campaigns/éften use
such *deceptive communication strategieﬁ/to trick voters/into
supporting therp( Let’s say/hat during Governor Smith’s last tern),/
her stsate l(\),st one million jobsﬁut gained three million new one;/

 Then she seeks another term in office/and enters the election race/

(?sne of her opponents in that rac?/subsequently beg\i/ns a multimedia

advertising campaigl}/saying/“During Governor Smith’s tern}/the

state lo\?‘t one million job;(’ That is indeed trmy()ut, at the same tim;,/
it is intentionally deceptiveg/ A more honest statement from her
opponent/arould \l}ave beel)( “During Governor Smith’s ternﬂ the sth‘lte

h%d a "net gain of two million job){.g’

@O Advertisers sometimes use half—truthg/as wel}/ Because it’s illegay
in many countries/to openly make false claimsﬁbout a product or
serviu;/some advertisers try to "mislead youﬁith the trutl)/ An ad

s might consequently ‘boas}/“N}ne out of ten doctoryrecommend

v
Yucky Pills/fo cure nose ‘pimple%” This is also a *factual statg)nen}/
&ﬁt%n‘gv\vhich deliberately fails to mentionhat only ten doctors were
askecyabout Yucky Pllls/and nipe of thes9/ actually wsrk for the Yucky
Corporatioq/ (190 words)
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© No one knows bettey/than your mother, righ## But does she know/
how much underwear you 0w1y:( Jockey International doe;./ Or the
number of ice cube§/y0u put in a glas)é Coca-Cola knows/hat we
put 3.2 ice cubes in a glass/md prefer cans/(o pop out of vending

5 machine;/at a temperature of 2 degree/ Which potato chips/do you

10

usually eat firs}/the broken one;'/or the whole onefé. Try asking a big

; : ® @® 7o© @
snack make/ Big companies know the what, where, how, o\ whev/of
their consumers’ wants and demand/ They figure out all sorts of
e N , .
things about uythat we don’t even know ourselw?( Most companies
research us in detaij/and collect mountains of factsﬁbout our buying
habits and preference{

0 Did you knowﬁhat 51 percent of all males/pt\l,ll their left pants
leg on firs/, whereas 65 pegcent of w01nen/§t3rt with the right leg.‘
Nothing about our behavior is sacret;( A study showed/fhat 68 percent

s of consumers/prgfer their toilet paper/to *unwind over the ‘spoo/

rather than undey./ But Americans are not always easyﬁo figure ou}/
A few years ag9(Campbell Soup gave up trying to learn our opinion/
about the ideal-sized meatball/after a series of tests showed/that we
prefer one so big/t wouldn’t fit in the can/ (221 words)
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1 @ In facy,/ almost everythin@ve swal(lﬁc))w/is closely monitored/by
3
someong/ Each yea}( we consume 156 hamburger;( 95 hot og;( 283
© @ ® ®
egg;(, 5 pounds of yogurj/9 pounds of cere%ﬁ 2 pounds of peanut
buttey./ We spend 90 minutes a day ﬁunching y/

s @ Of all businesses, howeveﬂthe prize for research ‘thoroughnes;/
$

may go to ‘toothpaste maker;( Among other thing;,( they knovy/tﬁat

our favor“l_t\e toothbrush color is blue/@l t??at only 37 percent of us are

using One/that’s more than six months 019{ Abo&t 47 percent of us put

water on our brtésl)/{)efore we apply the ast;,/IS percent put water or/

after the pasty,/ 24 percent do botw af\d 14 percent don’t wet the brush

at al)/

@
Thu;,/ most big companies have answers/(o all the what, &rphere,

when, af\d how questions/About their consumer deman;( But to affect
demamj/ compgnies need the answelﬁo one more questio;f they need
15 to know/@hat causes us/fo want the thingf\we bu% That’s a much

harder questior/ to answex/ (173 words)
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