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© When she was 36 years 019,/Agatha Christie left hom%ne *foggy
nigh}And disappearec}/ The next mornin%er car was found
*halfway down a *grassy bank/with its htgod stu‘__ck in the bushe;./
The police found her fur coat in the ca/, but there was no sign of he/

s What they suspectecj/was attempted suicide/{yecause her marriage

10

was seriously troubled/ﬂt the tin%

@ Despite the extensive police searcl)/ofthe whole aregy/ there
were no clues/to her ‘whereabout;./ But they,/ eleven days after her
disappearance/the head waiteﬁ\t a hotel in North Yorkshiry/notice?/
that one of the female guests looked similag/o the newspaper photos

of the missing novelis}./ (114 words)
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@ He rang the poliC}/, and her husband rushed to see he/ To his
surprise, however/Agatha acted/[ike a completely different perso/
and didn’t seem to recognize her husban;i/ He thought/ﬁle had

suffered a memory loss/due to stress

> @ In facy/it was a *distressful incident for Agatly(, and was followed
by their divorc% But ironically{he incident made her a best-selling
novelis}/ Her next novel, The Big Fou/ sold 9,000 copie% more than

twice as many as any of her previous book/ (84 words)

+  Have you ever thought abouy/what skin does for ug/ Most of us
are aware/ﬁat skin protects us from l%uid{hgt. ccﬁ)d, tﬁrt,ﬂ
bacteri?./ But that is not its onl jol;{ For instance/the skin is where
our bodies make the vitamin D/fhat we neeg/ Another function has

s to do with the sense of touc){. Without that sensg/ we could not feel
any difference/éetween rough and smooth surface;./ Skin can even
h\(’flp us determing(f someone is sicVThe wrong color — slightly gray
or very pale/— ma(/be a sign of diseas¢/ Skin may reflect a person’s
mental state, t09./ Unusual sweating, for examplq/ may be a sigmat

10 a person is nervous or under stres.y./ (120 wirds)
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Genes, the basic parts of cells/which are passed down from
parents to childrey,/ma}{/have something to do with human behavio/
In an experimen%scientists put ﬂie%nto a glass tubeAnd placed a
light/lt the end of i[/ Some of the flies began ﬂying/toward the ligh}(

s some began walkingﬁmd some did not move at alf. On the basis of the
flies’ action)/ they were separateg/l'nto different group/( flies that love
ligh}{ flic¢ that like ligh}(and flie€ that like the darl/ The researchers
fbund/ﬁat these three groups of flies had variation;/in a particular
set of geney./ This suggested to the researcherS/ﬂ]at the variéitions

N these genes/might explain the differences in the flies’ behaviorg, If

genes influence behaviors in ﬂie;,/why not in humans toc/ (134 words
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There are many benefitg/of reading books alouq/to young
childre/ Firs}{ reading aloud is a wonderful opportunity/for parents

.

to spend time/d‘n close contact with their childrei After a busy day,
reading a book can be a relaxing wa%‘or a fa%ily to sl?;w down and

5 communicatg( Another important feature of reading alouMs that

10

many books have thoughtful idea%r moral messagey/ Parents and
children can explore these concepts togethey/ In additiop,/listening
to storie;/iu::{lps a child learn vocabulary/and sentence structurg/
Moreover/(sgome researchers believe/{hat reading aloud to a chilg/
actually stimvulates learnin%@ b(e?l{;efits brain developmeg{
Studies have shown/{hat children do better in schoolAvhen their
parents have read to them frequentl/ Psychologists, d?;ctors,
t@achers,z_ﬂ’uj li?rarians enco\t;rage pargnt;‘/fo regd aloud/on a regular
basiS/d) assist the development of the childﬁnd build strong family

15 relati()11ship§/ (146 words)
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@ Every da)/millions (}f peoplezjl\n offices, supermarkets, and factories
worldwide%f{’ar background music/For most background musig, the
soundtracks have been carefully selectecy{o change human behavi?f./
According to research/fast music will not change human behavioy/as

s much as slow musi;/ Slow music, for instanc% will make customers

shop more slowl/ The longer they shop in a stor% the more they will

buy

0 Background music has also been used/‘vith great succes§/in many
factorie% Fast music does not make employees work faste/ as some

10 had expecteg,/ nor does slow music make them work slowy./ The
main effect of background music ig/that it reduces work-related stres/
and helps employees stay interesteg/(n their woxy T}]is necessarily
It'%d%ces on-the-job accidents@ sa%es companies mon?/

© Next time you hear background musi%listen caret’ully}rﬁd try to
15 guessﬁhich of your behaviorsﬁt is trying to changg/ Chances are/(hat
you too are somehow being influencesl/()y background musis/

(159 words)
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. @ Have you ever noticed the different approache%eople use to deal
with problen)é? Some people, “"individualist% generally try to work
through problemg/on their OW9/Other people, “*cooperatory/ tend
to approach problem-solving/ as a group matte/ Each approach has

s positive and negative point

)\

O Individualists may often be the quickesy/to find an answer to a

problerp,/and they tend to be willing to take responsibilitg/Howeve/

this approach is not perfes/. They may be too committed/o a

particular positiory(o be able to change their opiniop& In this wa;y,/
10 the individualists’ approach may result in difficulties late}./

© Cooperators are valueq/ as team member;/ — in sports or school or
worll. They tend to be flexible enougI)/to recognize the importance
of other points of view/Avhen problems aris?( This approach, howevef,
can take a long tim/, which may lead to delays/fn solving problemy”

15 Such difficulties sometimes cannot be avoided/{ith the cooperators’

approacb/

O We should learn to recognize the different approache)%o dealing
with problen% This knowledge can help us build smoother relatiop(
between people/éith different approaches to problem-solving/

(181 words)
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Although cats appear to perform most actions instinctivel)(they
also seem to react to human behavioy/and adapt themselves to 1/ For
1mtanc9/ some cats behave/{s if they understood their owners’ feelmge/
One cat owner told of the tlme/d/hen she lay crym%nd exhausted on

s her be()/and her cat put its front legg/around her head/and comforted

10

he/ Cats also sometimes appear to be able to understand the functlo}/
of many of the thmgé%ﬁman beings LIS/ For exampl;/some cat;/ when
they bring a captured bird or mous into the hous/ putitona p!at9/or
ina dlsy/ There are also catsﬁho know how to open a dooygy turning
the handle;/ Furthermore}/a lot of cats seem to understand/ﬁhat their
owners sa)/ A writer tells a story of her cay(vho used to sleep/on top
of her word processof. At firsf/ when the cat’s tail *got in the way of
the qcree}/ the owner would push its tail awa%nd sa)/ “Move your tail,
pleas;;/~ Eventually/she didn’t have to push the tall/ﬁut only had to tell

5 the cat to move 1;/ (194 \m:d«,
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1 @ English is a language‘}v\ith an enormous number ofword;,/but how

many English words are thergé Most dictiosnarieﬁlsed by college
studentf ha\i}ze about 200,000 wordy,/ while most full-length dictionarig{
have about 300,000 to 600,009./ Meanwhil9,/ an organizatio‘rf‘called

s the Global Language Monitor/ﬁositively claimshat there are exactly

1,019,729 English wordy/

O But coupting the nurnlber of words in Englisj/if not an easy tas)(
First of aleany v'\srords that we use in English toda)/wsre originally
words/n other language;/ Should the words sushi or tsunami be
considered English wordﬁow that they are frequently use;ﬁ Then
there is the question of wordy(hat were used centuries agp/ﬁut are no
longer used toda)/ Should they be counted toyf.{ What about wordy/”

that are only used/in certain regions of a country? (135 words)
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© And the list of questions goes OIJ/ Should we count the?;er;),/the
@ . ® d/{

adjective, the noun, 40N other forms of a word/as separate word;/ In

other word{would cﬁive, dr?ving,&l g::'iveryée counted as separate

words/ Should a compound word be counted as one word/()r should

s each of the words in iybe counted separe::?l. How about the huge

It

number of technical and scientific term4? Finally/to add to the

difficulties of counting worc% we need to consider new wordsAhat are

being createq/all the tiny{

O The constantly changing nature of language/is frustrating for
anyone/rying to count wordé. But this is also what makes language so
interestin% Engslish, like other language}/ always of\ffzrs something new
to lear;{.( (123 words)
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